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N tne 34 of Dan, and the 25 v, after Ne- 
buchadnezzar bad caustd the three chil. 


Queft. 1. 


Cuclav, Fanury 28, 1655. 
’ Ring ifh*d t . . ee et Ee se Daelithtes . ; 
ta Quin rTween an dALELI RIO: andvitnate “wry as 
iy plain in Jultan‘s O) Athos, calhag the free én 
frintty fometimes by the name of the Sw fas the 


dren 10 be caft into the Fiery Furnace, 
ke fays. “ Loe l fee four men loole, 
“6 walking in the mtdfi of the Fire, azd 

“ ghey have no burt, and the Form of the qth is like 
“ the Son of God. Pray whom did Nebuchadnezzar 
mean by the Son of God, and if our ble{Jed Saviour bow 
came this Heathen to have more knowledge of bim than the 
Jews themyelves bad before bis coming ? 
‘Aniw, That the ancient Learned Heathens, long 
enough before Chriftianity came into the world 
generally aflerted and believed one Supreme Deity,and 
even a /rinity in the Divinity, is demonftrable and 
undeniable, aut ‘as been render’d fo by the very 
learned Dr. Cudworth, which we'd fain {ce either the 
Atkcifis or Antitrinita tans attempt to anfwer, This 
was a part of their Cadala, the height of their 7/adi- 
tive Learning, deliver‘’d from Farber to Son,and doubt- 
eis receiv d f 
and that among others the ancient Jers 


th 


the wosld - 
and undeniable Notions of thele matters 


had clear 
wou'd be eafy to prove, contrary to the opinion ot 
the «uerift, were their room fort at prefent which 

erhaps we may do in ‘ome other place. As for Ne- 
Rachadeeiant being fo great a Prince, ‘tisno doubt 
but he was verft in che Religion and Learntug of his 
Country, as te Perfian Kiugs were afterwards, it may 
be more the. any others: Now we can prove that 
the Chaldeans, or ancient Magi did own a Trintty, con- 
fequently a Son of God. Firftfrom Pythagoras, who 
clearly acknowledges it, and is known to have liv’d 
amongft ‘em, and to have had a great part of his 
Learning from them. Secondly, from’the Chaldatc 


Oracles the jegx AS yee mention’d and commented up- 


on by Hierocles, Damafcius, Porphiry and other Hea- 
thens, therefore not forg’d by Chriftians and thele 
affirm, that the whole world was made by three, and 
that a Trinity, whofe bead was an Unity, fhines through 
all things. But fuppofing, all this fhou’d be doubted; 
what follows wou'd (rt it, we think, beyond Contra- 
diftion: For they cail‘d the three in this their 7rinity, 
Oromafles, Mithras, and Arimanes, OF Avcinanius, as 
has been obfrv‘d by voffius, and feveral others, each 
of which they believ'd to be Ged, to be omniposent, 
andto have hada Hand inthe Creation®of all things. 
‘This is pofitively enough afferted by Plutarch, who 
tells us, “ Zoroafter made a Threefeld Diftiattion of 
** things, that he affign’d the firft and higheft rank to 
“ Oromafdes, who in the Oracles is cail*d the Futker, 
“ the loweft to Arimares, andthe middle to Mittras 
“ who is call’d the Second mind, And upon this Pu- 
tarch himfelf obferves how great an agreement there 
is between the Trinity of Plata and Zoroafter, and that 
they differ oaly in words, Nay, he goes further, and 
fays that the Perfizns from this Mirras were usd to 
call any Mediator by the fame name. We own they 
often underftvod the Sw by Mithras, but that they 
had alfo a higher notion of him,. and rtade hint the 
fame with Oromafdes we fhall anon fhow, whom they 
afferted as far above the Suk as the Sumwas above the 
Earth, and yet they gave the Tithe of Omnipotent to 
Mithbras, and call him wecros Sais the Firft God, 
and yet more, The Maker and Father of all things, 
therefore of the Qin it if the Demiurgus, or Opificer, 
of the world, as Plato alfo made his fecond Principe, 
and 9 KeUDios -Ogis, the fecret, or hidden God, inthe 
fame fence with the Eg;ptian Ammon, which coud 

ever agree to the ‘ur, who is not only vifiél: him- 
rf but makes all things elf fo. Ina word, they 


“d from the Patriarchs and firft planters. of 
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scripture calls our Saviour the Sun of 
which they taucy'd his Symbol or Representation, -as 
Fire again of that, and yet might own him an afrite 
and Spi itul betng as well as the Papitts cv our Savi- 
our, who reprefent him by a Crucifix, and worfhip 
him by it. ' : 
We forefee only one objeSion againft what we have 
advanc’d, and that is; thac the Armianzius of the Per- 
fians was fuppos'd by them to be a bad Geel, the Origi 
nal of Evil, and contequeacly that Misdres was only a 
middle God, or Mediator between thole two alve: Or y 
Gods, Now that this was Platirch‘s opiagion canay 
be deny‘d,any more than that ‘twas that of Mawes, the 
Father of the Maatchees, if there were really ever any 
fuch man, who Carries balf the ume of bis God Cay 
Belfhagzar, Nebuchadnezzar, &c.) in is Own Bart 
this we have to anfwer, firft, thet tho this thou‘d 
overthrow their 7rtzity, yet ftill there wou'd be a Ox 
ality, a Mithras, a Second mind or Principle (acco 
to their Theology,) a Creator of the Wordd, a Sun o 
God: But fecondly we fhall fhow in what Goce the 
cient Philofophers did hold Arzmanes, or this third jn 
their Trinity, to be Avs, They thought he pret. 
ed over matter, the lower part of the Crearion, ove: 
all that was imperfed,; nay many of ’em believ'd szrter 
it felf to be Evil, as doubtle(3 ‘tis impereet, and the 
caufe of much Evil: And this feem; to have beea 
Plato's notion of it, as to his P/yebe, or Third Prinej- 
ple, which he makes the mundane Soul, or immediate 
caufe of all the motion in the World, and intimately 
joyn’a and wnited to matter, according to Pythagoras 
his famous opinion of a Movad and a Dyad, which ’tis 
true Plutarch, or whofoever wasthe Author of the 
Placita Philofopborum thus explains in ove place, “ that 
** by the Monad is meant God, by the Dyzd,a Daemon, 
“ or Principle of Evil, according to Plararch‘s miftak- 
en account of Zoroafer‘s Divinity or rather the dege- 
nerate Praétice and Dottriue of the Mug‘, his fuc- 
ceffors, who firft came to Thewrgy, and then to down- 
right Witchcraft, which is {0 noturious of the Chalde- 
ans, that their very names were us‘! for Migtcizns, 
who might ealtly take the Devil for the Spirit thac 
rulet aad guikied the urd from the very dec inning, 
when they found him in attual poj/fien, and acknow- 
ledg'd as the God of this world. But thar the more 
ancient notion was only as we have explain“ it, ems 
clear from what this fame Author fays of it in ano- 
ther place... “* That the Monad was an adive princi« 
“ ple, mind, or God, the Dyad Paffive, and matter: 
To which was united that fternal Piyche which Pytha- 
gorss alfo defCribes, as permeating and pervading all 
things, as his (i Nos] His very mind, in Plutarch, 
imuft have been the fecond perjon, which according to 
Plato had another above it. And indeed how cou'd he 
own a Tetrachysor Qasternity, withouta Trisity, which 
muft as neceflarity be included in itas Jhree are in 
Four? Which Jetrachys, after all, might be no more 
than the Three perfons, (as the Heathens call‘d ’em 
Principles diftin& from cach other, and the ro 9y‘dv 
the whole Divinity, os Divine Nature, confider“d as 
a Fourth, which feems as probable a folution of 
that 7etrachys by which he us‘d to /wesr, tho not 
fo ingenious, as that of Dr. Cudworths, That the 
Tetragrammatoa was meant by it, which Pythagoras 
might well leara among the Jers, as ‘twai afterwards 
{preaded far and near among the Heathen Nations. 
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But we have itiil further Evidence that the 3d 
Principle in the cfaldatc, or Zoroastrian Trinity was 
not anticatly accounted an Evil Being, from J sutarch‘s 
orn words, conceraing this Oromajdes, who he ia 

did thrice tucreajye, or triplicate himftit, Ss éxv 
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“s¢4> whereby he explains what he had former- 
ly relattq: Now. it Cromajies, or the Fountain or 
Reot oi Divine Nature was thus fruitfully déver- 


fty'd, Ye che firt Principle thereof were good ; if bii- 
"iris, the jecoad, who is by Dtonyfus cali‘d Triplijos. 
OF Phreefald, were as has been prov‘d oimaip-tent, and 
the fame with Oremajdes, and confequentl: Good, will 
it.not follow that when this divanity multiply'd it sels 
inoa third principle the fame with oth the former, 
tind muit be alfo as good as either ? 


Che Sum is, that a Trinny in Unity was an ancient 
Tradition in the Chaldaic Learning : That Mithras 


was the Second in this 7rtnity, the Sun his /mage, as the 
Fire the fymbol of that. Now Nebuchadnezzar‘s Gol- 
den' /mage,as he did,)ts likely,take fome bint of it from 
that /mage which was regrefented to him in his Dream, 
10 ‘tis very probable he alfo réprefented the Sun by it, 
the ufual Idel of the Babylonizns, whether they call 
him Bell, Nergal, or any thing elfe, asthe Fére in the 
Furnace we look upon to be no other than the Symbol 
of the Sus, one ot'the Chammim, or perpetual Fires 
dedicated to his fervice, in almoft all Nations of the 
world, and remaining fome of ‘em in Perfia and the 
ancient country to this day,into which ‘twas the cuffom 
to caft chofe who wou‘d not worfhip the Sun, and the 
Jews fay Abrabam himfelf was ferv‘d in the fame man- 
the old Chaldeans, who woud fain have burnt 
him for a /verettc, interpreting that of God‘s deliver- 
ing him out of Ur, which fignifies Fire, in a Literal 
Sence; And thatthis Fire was an ufwal ching at their 
publick Devotions, to the Sum, feems pretty plain 
from its being near the /mage, in the very place of 
the aflembly, as well as from the Comman i which the 
King gave, that it fhou‘d be Heated Seven ttmes more 
than ‘twas wont to be heated. itfeems*twasx/ual to 
keat it, tho not fo violently, and it may be the Image 
andthe Fire were fo near each other, that they were 
to be worthipt both togetber, whence the Jews an- 
fwer'd, we will not ferve thy Gods, in the plural 
number, tho Elobim is we confefS oftea us‘d only for 
one Blol. Now when Nebuchadnezzar ‘faw one of a 
very glorious appearance, and Majefty and Beauty far 
above dbumane, as doubtlefs had the Fourth who was 
prefent in the Furnace, it‘s probable enough he might 
think this was the Jntelligible Sun, or their Oroma/fdes 
duplicating himfelf, appearing, in the 2d Principle, who 
was defcrib‘d by his Countrymen and Theologers,the 
Migi, or Chaldeans as Porphyry tells us, in the Life of 
Pythagaras, to be without like Light, as witbin like 
Truth, and who was believ‘d by thofe Chaldeaas to be 
the Med/zter between matter and fpirit, whence ‘twas 
very natural for the King tocry out. ™ The form 
** of the fourth is like the fon of God. 

We [hall ask leave to add here another Cone 
jeéture, that from fwch Tradttion, as this it’s poffible 
the wife men who came to /alute and prefent our Savi- 
our might have fome ind of notice of him, which if 
they were Chaileans as many think will be much fair- 
er, or otherwif how fhou'd they {0 readily inter- 
pret this /far co fignify ‘his Birth, without a par- 


titulay Pevelation, which we dont find they had 
for their comme, tho tich was given ‘em todire& 
‘em home again. We fhou‘d here anfwer feve- 
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ral Queftions fometimes fince fence us concerning 
the pretended veries of Orpheus, the Books of Aer- 
mes Trijmegiftus, The Hiftery of Sanchoniashors, and 
one or two more of the fame rrature, but becaufe 
uch fubiects are but for. few Readers, we fhall 

them to fome other Mercury. And thall 
after we have obferv‘d that all the Cla- 
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and on feveral occafions t 


(whereby however they own that the Heathens 
did acknowledge fuch a thing,) its evident tha 
the Avriasm Irmity, (tor they, we think, own‘dthe 
Holy Ghoft, as well as the Son to be God) and 
the Soccatan Duality, who acknowledge the Son to 
be a mad: Gad,) are much nearer the Heatbenijg 
and cor upe Phatonical Trinity than the wicene £4, 
. for we own the 
three divine perjons Covternas together and Coejua!, 
whereas the Plutovi/is and other Heathens believ‘d¢ 
‘om only three Principles, Subor@inate to one ano- 
ther, which is alfo the opinion of thofe (we think) 
miftaken perfons here mention‘d. 
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Thefe 7 Books printed for Tbe. Parkburft, at the 
Bible and 3 Crowns in Cheapfide, 


& There is publifht a very particular account of the 
LIFE of the QUEEN, during her Refidence in HoPand, 
being —~A COLLE€TION of FANERAL O- 
RATIONS pronounc'd by publick Authority upon 
her Majettie‘s Death, by Dr. ames Perizonius, Pro- 
feflor of Eloquence, Hifiory and the Greet Tongue, in 
Leyden, Dr. @corge Grevius, Profeflor of Theology ia 
Utrecht, and feveral other Learned men. In 
this COLLECTION is inferted - That Excel- 
lent ME, THOD her Majefty obferved in Reading the~ 
Holy Scriptureés—The manner how fhe {peat EVERY 
DAY in the week Some extraordinary Inftances 
of her conjugal fidelity,._—Her Conference with the 
Englifh Ambafladour at the vague. Many 4é- ° 
vine, moral and political expreffions, as at feverah times, 
hey were delivered by her ; 
With other Remarkable iter in her LIFE ana 
DEATH not hitherto made publick.. ——The whole at- 


tefted by thofe Reverend and Honourable perfons that attended 
t 
FUNERAL ORATION upon the Queen‘s Death, 
nounced by p¥blick Authority in the Hall of the moft 
] 


There is alfo publifht a 
pro- 


ipom ber, Price 2s. 6.d. 


llufirious States, upon the day of the Royal Objeqaies 
March 5. 1695. By the Learned §$? ANHEIMIVS, 


(who had frequent accefi to her Majefty whillt fhe lived 


in Holland) This is Printed in 4te, to bind up with the 
forementioned COLLECTION. 


or oF the Arvfdag: and Sotinians again the ér- 
tivddx as having Pen their Trinity from Plato, 
os 7 s %. 
ZONPON, Printed for Joon Dunton, 
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at the Raves In Jetheit: Street. 1595. 


